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NOTE. 



Mb. MacLehose, the well-known publisher of 
many books interesting to those who, like my- 
self, think "the second city of the empire" 
" second to none," lately issued the prospectus of 
a work entitled, "One Hundred Glasgow Men 
who have died within the last thirty years, and 
who have in their lives done much to make 
the City what it now is." In the list of those 
of whom it was proposed to give notices, 
there appeared, rather to my astonishment, 
the name of my worthy Father, a man justly 
loved and revered in his own small circle 
of family, friends, and clients, but in no 
sense a public man. Glasgow was smaller in 
his day than now, and it seems that a man 
who was simply known as an able and 
scrupulously upright Lawyer, made his mark, 
and left behind .him a sweet memory 
notwithstanding an almost nervous anxiety to 
keep himself in the back ground. When I saw 
my Father's name in the list, I called on Mr. 
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MacLehose, and said I should like to see the 
notice he proposed to insert in his book. He re- 
plied, "Would I not supply him with a sketch from 
which the notice might be compiled ? " I agreed 
to do so, and that led to my going more fully 
into family matters than I had ever before done, 
and the sketch lengthened itself out beyond the 
limits of any notice that could be inserted in the 
forthcoming book. I had put myself to some 
trouble, and did not wish my "love's labour 
lost," as I knew there were many, both here and 
at the Antipodes, to whom much would be inter- 
esting that could not properly be inserted in a 
publication such as that referred to. I have 
therefore had my literary effort printed for the 
use of our own family and friends, and as it 
purports to be only a jotting or memorandum, 
which I did not wish to keep wholly to myself, 
that, I should hope, would prevent unfriendly 
criticism on the part of any others into whose 
hands it may come* 

J. B. F. 

Glasgow, April, 1885. 
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There are few at all acquainted with Glasgow 
during the last fifty years but must have 
been accustomed to meet, generally in the 
neighbourhood of Miller Street, two elderly 
gentlemen, wearing always the white neck- 
cloth that was at one time de rigueur in the 
legal profession, of which they were members, 
and few but knew these two elderly gentlemen 
to be Mr. Mathew Montgomerie and his partner, 
Mr. John Park Fleming, the latter of whom is 
the subject of this notice. 

Though by no means a public man, and, 
in 'fact, a man shunning publicity in every 
form, Mr. Fleming was well known and uni- 
versally respected in Glasgow for more than 
one generation. He was born on the 24th 
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of July, 1790, in a house on the Deanside 
Brae, still belonging to his family — a white- 
washed tenement, still presenting probably much 
the same appearance as it did a hundred years 
ago. It has not yet had its ground floor con- 
verted into shops with fronts of glaring glass, 
as has been the fate of almost all similar dwelling 
houses a century old in the main thorough- 
fares of Glasgow. It still presents a modest 
country appearance amongst its city neighbours, 
and now constitutes No. 134* of George Street. 
At the time of Mr. Fleming's birth it was 
a detached building, having no connection 
with the city to the west (that part of the 
city being then almost non-existent, except 
along the line of Argyle Street, and a few streets 
branching from it, none of which, however, 
extended farther north than Ingram Street, then 
the Back Cow Loan). The connection with the city 
was by what is now Shuttle Street, and by 
Greyfriars or Bun's Wynd, leading into what 
was, until very recently, Canon Street, now East 
Ingram Street. There was also a communication 
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with the High Street by the Grammar School 
Wynd. By the formation of George Street, 
Greyfriars or Bun's Wynd became extinct, and 
was replaced by St. Nicholas Street, now, 
following the iconoclastic spirit of the age, 
simply named Nicholas Street* 

The tendency in the nomenclature of Glasgow 
in those days seems to have been towards modesty; 
Wynd, Loan, Road or Lane, Close, or Vennel were 
much more common than Place, Terrace, Cres- 
cent, Gardens, Quadrant, or Parade. The maps of 
Glasgow at this period show it to have been a 
very small place. Buchanan Street was the 
extreme west of the city, and was only partially 
built upon. Saint George's Church was not built 
till 1807, and the Old Ramshorn Church, built in 
1720 was still, in reality as well as in name, the 
JVWfA-iy^KirkjSupplying the spiritual and sepul- 

* Canon Street was not named after " cannons with their 
thund'ring cracks," though it was often mis-spelt with a 
double n. It " was so called from the scite of a seminary of 
Canons Regular that formerly stood immediately to the 
north. 1 ' — Denholm. 



Digitized by 



8 



JOHN PARK FLEMING. _ 



tural wants of the north-west portion of the 
community. 

Brown, in his history of Glasgow, says: — 
" This Deanside Brae was the garden of the Pre- 
bend of Hamilton, Dean of the Chapter before 
the Reformation/' hence the name Deanside; 
and again, "Till 1788 one house built for 
two families stood alone in the field." That 
was probably the very house in which the 
subject of this sketch was born, The ground 
on which Mr. Fleming's father built his house 
was part of 1,600 square yards, feued from 
the Magistrates and Council of Glasgow by Mr. 
James Duncan, bookseller in Glasgow, by con- 
tract of sale, dated 2nd August, 1787. Mr. 
Duncan paid £60 in cash for this ground, and 
there was a ground rent of £3 put upon it, 
making a total price of £120. Mr. David 
Fleming purchased 296 square yards of this lot, 
w with entry at the term of Martinmas, 1787," 
for the sum of £38 Is. 9d. sterling, with 10s. 5dL 
as the proportion of the feu duty, payable to the 
Town. As we shall shortly be coming to consider 
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the prices of ground belonging to Mr. David 
Fleming's descendants,, in almost precisely the 
same relation to the Glasgow of the present day 
that this ground bore to the Glasgow of a 
hundred years ago, it may be of interest to note 
that the £120 paid to the Magistrates by Mr. 
Duncan represents a price of Is. 6<L per square 
yard, and the enhanced price paid by Mr. David 
Fleming, a fraction over 2s. 7cL per square yard. 
The ground at the extreme north-west of Glasgow 
in 1787, less than half a mile from the Cross, is 
thus shown to have been sold at 2s. 7cL per square 
yard. The ground at the extreme north-west of 
Glasgow, in the neighbourhood of Beaconsfield 
House, nearly four miles from the Cross, where 
Mr. David Fleming's great-grandson, James 
Brown Montgomerie Fleming, was born the 
other day (8th March, 1884), is being feued at 
rates equal to a price of 15s. per square yard. 
How far will Glasgow have extended in another 
100 years, and what will then be the price of 
ground ? 

After building his house Mr. David Fleming 
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acquired from Mr. Duncan an additional plot of 
ground, lying immediately to the north of that 
before referred to, and extending to 289 square 
yards. On this he formed his garden, and it 
is still preserved as an open space. 

The lofty tenement to the east of that in 
which Mr. Fleming was born, opposite the 
head of North Albion Street, went by the 
name of "The Holy Land," there being a 
great number of clergymen resident in it In 
this Holy Land Mr. James Merry, of sporting 
memory, was born. His subsequent connection 
with the Holy Land was slight. He preferred to 
dwell in the land of Goshen, and to spoil the 
Egyptians. The Burns family, subsequently of 
" Cunard" fame, also lived in " The Holy Land." 
Both the Merrys and the Burns's were personal 
friends and cliente of Mr. Fleming. 

The Glasgow of the days we are referring to 
being a smaller, was perhaps a more friendly, 
and sociable place than the monster City of the 
present day. Everybody knew everybody that 
was anybody. The subject of this sketch used to 
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say that he remembered the day when he knew 
every man in Glasgow that had a decent coat on 
his back. Not only properties, — such as " The 
Holy Land," — but people, had their nicknames, 
given in no unkindly spirit. Two brothers — 
eminent and much respected accountants — from 
a slight peculiarity of gait went by the name of 
" Flee the Doos and Chase the Ducks." Another 
worthy citizen was known as " Losh gosh a 
daisy," that being his invariable expression in the 
Coffee Boom at the Tontine on being apprised of 
any news, however trivial or however startling. 
Another, connected with a good old Glasgow 
family, bore the soubriquet of " Rums," his uni- 
form morning greeting "on 'Change" being, 
" How goes Rums ?" 

The present line of George Street and 
Duke Street was not originally so named. 
" When what is now George Street was begun 
from George Square, the general line did not 
extend farther east for a number of years than 
the Deanside Brae or Balmanno Street. Between 
that point and High Street were gardens. The 
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line between George Square ancl Balmanno Street 
bad tbree distinct names — 1st, from tbe Square 
to John Street was called George Street; 2nd, 
from John Street to Montrose or Incle Street 
was named Cochran Street; and 3rd, the space 
between Montrose and Balmanno Streets was the 
first Duke Street. Things remained in that state 
till near the end of last century. There was no 
communication from the Carntyne Road to the 
newer parts of Glasgow, except by the old cir- 
cuitous and inconvenient route up Drygate to the 
Bell o' the Brae, then down High Street and 
through Grammar School Wynd to Canon and 
Ingram Streets, the new names given to the Back 
Cow Lone, brushed up, widened, and paved 
shortly before." . ..." At last the Magistrates 
took the matter in hand, and in 1792 obtained 
an Improvement Act authorizing them to form .a 
street in a straight line from the Carntyne Lone 
westward to High Street, and thence to the 
original Duke Street." . . . . " The names of some 
of the streets were on this occasion changed. 
The original Duke and Cochran Streets were 
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merged into the general name of George Street, 
as at present. The name of Duke Street thus 
suppressed was transferred to the new line east- 
ward from High Street, and Cochran Street (after 
old Provost Cochran) was changed to the space 
now bearing that title, which had previously been 
called Cotton Street/'* 

Mr. Fleming was the son of David Fleming, 
in some of his title-deeds named and designed, 
" David Fleming, Junior, merchant in Glasgow," 
who, besides the above-mentioned ground in 
Deanside, owned a small property called Whin- 
hall, in the Barony of Airdrie and Parish of 
East Monkland. This property was held of 
the Misses Aitchison of Rochsolloch, representa- 
tives of a well-known Glasgow family. It is 
illustrative of the free and independent nature 
of the orthography of those days, that in the 
original Feu Disposition of Whinhall, dated 7th 
December, 1780, one of these ladies signs her 
name Aitchison, with an "i," and the other 

* From Mr. John Buchanan's Notes in '* View of the Mer- 
chants' House of Glasgow, 1866," p. 517. 
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sister signs immediately below, Aitcheson, with 
an "e." Another peculiarity of the time is 
shown in the disposition granted by "William 
Fleming, eldest lawful son of David Fleming, 
junior, merchant in Glasgow, with consent 
of Eleanor Park, widow of the said David 
Fleming, junior," to the purchaser of Whinhall, 
where Mrs. Fleming signs the deed, "Eleanor 
Park," not "Eleanor Fleming," as a married 
woman or widow would sign now-a-days. 

Mr. Fleming's great-grandfather, William 
Fleming, was settled at Lauristoun, near Cum- 
bernauld and — as all the Campbells claim 
kindred with Argyll — the Flemings claim 
kindred with the house of Biggar and Cumber- 
nauld, who at one time owned great estates 
iii Lanarkshire and Dumbartonshire, as well 
as in the south-west of Scotland. An old 
Bible with the following quaint inscriptions 
on it of a minatory, not to say damnatory, 
character not uncommon in those days, when 
a book was a book, and was more thought 
of than it is now-a-days, is still in the 
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family. The imprint is "Edinburgh, printed 
by Alexander Kincaid, His Majesty's Printer, 
MDCCLVJLJI." At the beginning there is simply 
the name, * William Fleming." At the end of the 
Old Testament is, " William Fliming aught this 
book and if i it tien and you it find rember on 
the leter day." On the back of the title page of 
the New Testament is, " William Flimin aught 
this Book and if I it tien and you it find and 
you the same do not restor again bemmember on 
the leater Day." At the end, however, comes the 
culmination of the fulmination. The inscription 
is, " William Fliming is my name, and Scotland 
is my Nation, Lauristoun is my dwaling place 
and hous of Habitation," and then follows — 
" William Fleming aught this Bible and if I it 
tine and you it find and you the same do not 
restore again There is a time when all things 
shall be known therefor — and every secrit appair 
Therefore Restore the same again or ells when 
God doth call these things to mind you shall be 
bloted out of his Book Fray then if you the 
same do find you will the same restore again." 
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Here we have another example of the noble 
independence of our "forbears" in the way of 
spelling. Fleming is not a name capable of very 
great orthographic variety, yet here we have one 
man spelling it in three different ways in three 
short inscriptions in one book. In Hunter's 
" Biggar, and the House of Fleming/' it is spelt in 
many different ways. 

Mr. David Fleming died in May, 1797, from 
injuries received from highwaymen, when riding 
in from Whinhall to Glasgow. He was buried 
in the Ramshorn Churchyard, almost directly 
opposite to, and within forty yards of his own 
Glasgow house. He seems to have been a man 
of considerable energy and enterprise. Besides 
the connection, through his wife, with the West 
India trade, he was connected with the Inkle 
factory, which stood on the north side of 
Ingram Street, between John Street and Mon- 
trose Street. Brown, in his history of Glasgow, 
vol. II., p. 261, referring to card-making (that is 
not the Devil's Books, but cards for "cardin' oo") 
says — "Within these twenty years a company 



Digitized by 



JOHN PARK FLEMING. 



17 



began a manufactory of cards at Leith ; a branch 
was shortly after attempted in Glasgow. The 
want of capital checked it in the bud. The 
machinery of it came to market by auction and 
was bought by David Fleming and Company, 
who extended the sale considerably ; " and at p. 
305, referring to file-making — " This art was 
afterwards attempted at the Steel Works, at 
Cramond, and, like the first, abandoned. Some 
of the workmen, however, came to Glasgow in 
1794, and were set to work by David Fleming & 
Company, who erected a house for that purpose 
on a fall of the Molendinar Burn, on the north 
side of the Craigs Parks." There was also a 
tradition that he had an interest in the type- 
founding business originally started by Professor 
Wilson, but I can find no trace of that in books 
about Old Glasgow. 

Mr. Fleming's mother was Eleanor Park, 
daughter of Mr. William Park, a West Indian 
Merchant, and owner of plantations in the dis- 
trict of Clarendon, in the Island of Jamaica. She 
seems to have been a woman of very consider- 

B 
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able energy and force of character, and was 
very much respected as well as loved, not only 
in her own family, but also in the social circle in 
which she moved. Mr. Fleming was very fond 
of repeating a saying of hers with reference to 
money. "As for me I don't care much about money 
at all, as long as I have one pound note when the 
other is done." She brought home with her from 
Jamaica a female slave named " Af ra," who 
refused to accept her freedom. Afra gave the 
household a fright on the first occasion of her 
being out on a frosty morning, by coming in 
and declaring she was on fire, the seeing of 
her own breath having made her think there 
was something materially wrong with her in- 
ternal arrangements. Mrs. Fleming was left 
with a son and three daughters, all young 
children, the youngest indeed being a posthumous 
child. Of these one daughter, Susannah, died aged 
seventeen. Of the other two daughters, Mar- 
garet married Mr. Fleming's partner, Mr. Mathew 
Montgomerie. Miss Montgomerie of Kelvinside 
is now the only surviving member of her family 
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The youngest daughter, Davida, married Lieut. 
James Maconechy, R.M., afterwards a Doctor of 
Medicine ; an accomplished scholar, well known 
in literary circles in Glasgow. The surviving 
members of her family are the Rev. James 
Maconechy, M.A., Vicar of All Saints, Norfolk 
Square, London; Mr. Robert Maconechy, Resi- 
dent Secretary in Glasgow of the Caledonian 
Insurance Company; and Mr. Montgomerie 
Maconechy, Banker, Victoria, Australia. Mrs. 
Fleming having succeeded, as only child of her 
father, to his property in Jamaica, had the 
courage, with the view of realizing it, to face 
a voyage to that island in or about the year 
1800, a very different feat to accomplish in 
those days, from a voyage to that island in 
the present days of steam navigation and 
floating palaces. It may be of interest to 
Glasgow readers to mention that the captain 
of the ship she sailed in was the father of an 
esteemed Glasgow citizen, Mr. Peter Clouston, 
Lord Provost from 1860 to 1863. This Captain 
Clouston was a man whom the French, having 
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once captured his ship, found to be rather a 
Tartar, for, when their prize crew were taking 
him to a French port, he turned the tables 
on them, recaptured his ship, and brought her 
safely into a British port, Frenchmen and all. 
As a contrast to the speed of travelling nowa- 
days, it is interesting to note that the ship in 
which Mrs. Fleming sailed was detained at what 
was then called the Cove of Cork, now Queens- 
town, for more than three months waiting for 
a convoy ; the seas being then overrun by French 
privateers. The voyage altogether, to Jamaica 
and back, took ten months. 

One of the trustees under Mr. Fleming's father's 
will, and the one who acted as Jiis guardian 
(Mr. Fleming's father having died when he was 
only six years old), was Mr. Thomas Graham, 
writer, afterwards of. the firm of Graham and 
Montgomerie. He was known in the small circle 
of Glasgow society of his day, — where almost 
everyone had his nickname or w taename," — by 
the soubriquet of "Lord" Chesterfield." Mr. 
Fleming used often to tell how he was never 
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consulted as to what business or profession he 
wished to adopt, but was just taken by " Lord 
Chesterfield," and stuck upon a stool in his 
office after "going through the Gramma* 
School," as the High School of Glasgow was 
then called. At the Grammar School, among 
his class-fellows, who may be known to the 
present generation, were Mr. James Burns* 
afterwards of the Cunard Company, Mr; Robert 
Sword, writer, Mr. Thomas Cuthbertson, mer- 
chant, and Mr. John Kerr, writer, who was the 
last survivor of the class, living to the age of 92* 
It is rather a curious coincidence that the sons of . 
two of these gentlemen, viz., Mr. John Neilson 
Cuthbertson and Mr. Robert Malcolm Kerr, were 
both candidates for the Kilmarnock Burghs, at 
the General Election in 1880. In the indenture 
of apprenticeship with Mr. Graham dated 29th 
August, 1805, Mr. Fleming signs simply, " John 
Fleming." In the discharge of the indenture, 
dated 4th December, 1811, upon the narrative 
that he had since assumed the name of " Park," 
he signs, "John Park Fleming." His mother 
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signs the indenture (along, with Mr. Walter Bris- 
bane, another of Mr. Fleming's curators), and she 
here again signs herself " Eleanor Park." Mr. Flem- 
ing's first wife held strongly the opinion that 
every child, or at any rate every son, should 
have its mother's name as well as its father's, 
and, acting upon this principle, he christened his 
sons by his first marriage, David King Fleming 
and John King Fleming. He fell through this 
rule, however, with regard to his son by his 
second marriage, who, as he could not be named 
John after his mother's father, John Tennent of 
Wellpark, was named after his. great-great-grand- 
father, James Brown, ancestor of the Browns of 
Capelrig. 

Mr. Fleming was a member of the volunteer 
corps raised in 1809, when there was an alarm 
of " Boney" invading the country, — the Corps of 
" Gentlemen Sharpshooters " raised 1,000 strong 
within forty-eight hours after a panic. At that 
time several regiments of volunteers were raised. 
The first was named "The Glasgow Royal 
Volunteers " ; the second was " The Trades' 
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House Volunteer Infantry"; the third, "The 
Highland Volunteers;" the fourth, "The 
Sharpshooters"; and the fifth, "The Grocers," 
commonly called " The Sugarallies." The Colonel 
of the " Sharpshooters " was Colonel Corbet of 
Tollcross, the last representative of a family 
that had owned that property for five hundred 
years. The major was Samuel Hunter of the 
Herald, a man of great weight in his day and 
generation. He was " eighteen or twenty stone 
at least, but his bulk was his least quality." He 
was one of the most genial of men, and one of 
whom many racy stories are told by old Glas- 
gowegians. "Blind Alick" had of course to 
take notice of this corps, as of everything else in 
Glasgow in his day, and he does it in this way— * 

" We are the Glasgow volunteers, 

And we receive no pay ; 
Colonel Corbett's our commander — 

With him we'll fight our way. 
Here's a health to Colonel Corbett, 

And to his riflemen, 
For when they do lay down the sword, 

They each take up the pen." 




24 



JOHN PARK FLEMING. 



And Peter Mackenzie in his deliciously idiotic 
" Reminiscences of Glasgow " says, " A full- 
blown private in this regiment of Glasgow 
' Sharpshooters ' actually vied, as many Dons 
of Fashion admitted, with the dress sometimes 
worn by His Highness Prince Esterhazy, at the 
Old King's Court, hr St. James' Palace. We are 
not joking. It is true" Dear old Peter! Amongst 
Mr. Fleming's papers were two membership 
cards of Militia Societies — one dated 5th October, 
1822, of the "Glasgow New Militia Society," 
which has for its emblem a thistle, with the 
motto above "Nemo me impune lacessit," and 
below — " We join to protect." This card is signed 
by John Ogilvie, Preses ; John Gow, Collector; 
and Wm. Gardner, jun., Clerk. The other card, 
dated 25th April, 1825, is that of the " Glasgow 
Union Militia Society," and bears the Glasgow 
arms and motto. It is signed by John Mitchell, 
Preses; John Kerr, Collector; and James Stewart, 
Clerk. These Societies reveal to us a state of 
matters that seems strange to our modern ideas. 
At the dates referred to everyone was liable to 
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be called upon to serve in the Militia, and these 
Societies were formed by a number of gentlemen 
who combined to subscribe a fund out of which 
substitutes were provided to take the place of 
any of the members who had the misfortune to 
be drawn for the Militia. They were, in fact, a 
species of Life (or at any rate Comfort of Life) 
Insurance Society. 

During his apprenticeship with Messrs. Graham 
and Montgomerie, Mr. Fleming attended both 
the arts and law classes in Glasgow University. 
He afterwards went to Edinburgh University, 
and amongst his papers were found three very 
neatly written volumes of " Notes of Lectures 
on Scots Law, by David Hume, Esquire, Pro- 
fessor of Scots Law in the University of Edin- 
burgh. Session 1811-12. Taken by John Park 
Fleming, Glasgow." After returning from Edin- 
burgh Mr. Fleming was admitted a Member of 
the Faculty of Procurators in 1812, and in 1813 
he entered into partnership with Mr. Colin Dun- 
lop Donald. This partnership was not of very 
long duration. Mr. Graham, on his appointment 
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as Sheriff of Orkney, retired from the firm of 
Graham and Montgomerie, and Mr. Montgomerie, 
who had become engaged to Mr. Fleming's sister, 
offered him a partnership. That partnership 
was entered into on the 1st day of January, 
1817, and lasted without change of any kind 
either by death, retiral, or assumption of part- 
ners, for the long period of 51£ years, being only 
dissolved by Mr. Montgomerie's death, on 17th 
June, 1868. Mr. Montgomerie at the commence- 
ment of the patnership had been very kind to 
Mr. Fleming, who had rather an uphill battle to 
fight. His father, as we have seen, died when 
he was only six years old, and left a good many 
irons in the fire, rather too many in fact, and his 
estate did not turn out very well. Whinhall 
had to be sold, and the West India properties 
did not bring a great deal. Mr. Fleming had 
therefore his mother and sisters to help out of 
his income, which was necessarily small at first. 
Mr. Montgomerie's kindness to him at this time 
was never forgotten by Mr. Fleming during 
their long intercourse of more than half a cen- 
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tury, and though he certainly did his fair share 
of the co-partnery business, he always felt that 
he had been indebted to Mr. Montgomerie for 
his start in life. Mr. Montgomerie, on his part, 
fully acknowledged and recognized the legal 
talents and business application of his partner, and 
he presented to Mr. Fleming a larger number of 
shares in Kelvinside Estate than he had contri- 
buted for. Their partnership was throughout 
one of uniform and mutual friendship and 
respect. It was not merely a business, but a 
family alliance, fortunately perpetuated in the 
present generation. Whether it was the effect 
of his partnership with "Lord Chesterfield" or not, 
Mr. Montgomerie had much of the dignified 
manner of a school that has now passed away, 
and which it is much to be regretted is not likely 
to return — a school the object of which was not 
only to be gentlemen, but to look and act as such, 
and whose motto was " Noblesse oblige" Messrs. 
Montgomerie and Fleming's first office was at 106 
Trongate, the site of the Old Guard House, at 
the West Port ; they were then for a few years at 
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182 Trongate, and in 1827 they removed to No. 
62 Miller Street, where the firm of Montgomerie 
and Fleming carried on business for 44 years. 
This property was purchased by Mr. Thomas 
Graham from Lady Boyd, relict of the Honour- 
able Charles Boyd, second son of the last Earl of 
Kilmarnock, who was beheaded on Tower Hill 
for his share in the Rebellion of '45. It after- 
wards belonged to William Smith, Esquire of 
Carbeth-Guthrie, Dean of Guild in 1821, and 
Lord Provost in 1822, whose tenants Mont- 
gomerie and Fleming were for many years 
before purchasing the property themselves. 

Mr. Fleming was twice married, — first to 
Maria King, daughter of Daniel King, Esquire 
of Port-Glasgow. The surviving children by 
that marriage are Miss Eleanor Fleming and Mr. 
John King Fleming of Ulah, Walgett, New South 
Wales. His second wife was Miss Elisabeth 
Tennent, youngest daughter of John Tennent of 
Wellpark, the founder of the well-known firm of 
J. & R. Tennent. The only child of this marriage 
is Mr. James Brown Fleming, Writer in Glasgow. 
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Though by no means in the ordinary sense 
a public man, nor a man holding public offices 
or appointments, it was not because such 
appointments were not offered to him. No man 
in his day was more sought after, as a 
referee in matters that disputants wished to 
settle without the " stern/' or at all events cosily 
"arbitrament of the law," and a large portion of 
his time was at one period of his life taken up 
with references in which he was in many cases 
sole arbiter. In the articles of roup in almost 
every office in Glasgow his name was for many 
years inserted, as the party to whom all disputes 
were to be referred. He was not hasty in 
forming an opinion, but when once formed there 
was no ambiguity about his mode of expressing 
it. As a brother lawyer well said, " His yea 
was yea, and his nay, nay/' 

Mr. Fleming, though, as we have said, not a 
public man, had to do with some matters, not only 
of public, but of national, nay, even of cosmopoli- 
tan interest. He it was who drew out the first 
contract of co-partnership of the Cunard Com- 
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pany. Mr. George Burns, in a memorandum in 
relation to this matter, kindly furnished to Mr. 
Fleming's son, says : — 

" In 1824 the brothers Messrs. John & Alex- 
ander Kidd died. They were agents, for Glasgow 
and the Clyde, for Messrs. Hugh Matthie & 
Theakston of Liverpool, who were owners of 
six smacks in the -Glasgow and Liverpool trade. 
I was known to these gentlemen, and ere long 
Mr. Matthie arrived in Glasgow, and appointed 
my brother James and myself successors to 
Messrs. Kidd in the agency. Very soon after- 
wards Mr. Theakston retired from the business, 
and my brother and I purchased half interest in 
the smacks to hold jointly with Mr. Matthie. By 
and by it became evident that steamers were to 
supersede sailing vessels in the trade. Mr. James 
Martin in Glasgow, and his brother Thomas in 
Liverpool, were managers of six smacks in the 
same trade; and I proposed that they should 
unite with us, and dispose of twelve smacks, 
which would lay a good foundation for bringing 
on steamers. They at once accepted the proposal, 
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but their company being a joint stock one they 



found greater difficulties in the way than they 
expected, and twelve months elapsed before they 
could clear these away. 

" Our first steamer was built at Greenock by 
Mr. Robert Steele, and engines made by Messrs. 
Caird & Co. She was called the ' Glasgow/ and 
brought on the line in 1828. When it became 
necessary to draw up a contract, I sketched it in 
a rough way, and committed it to your father 
to put into shape, which, when done, I sent to Mr. 
Matthie, who returned the draft with the laconic 
remark, ' Very well drawn, very tight.' In fact 
we reserved to ourselves full powers to do every- 
thing, and all things. 

" Eleven years afterwards (1839) Mr, Samuel 
Cunard was introduced to me, and the foundation 
of the American Line was laid by several gentle- 
men of eminence in Glasgow joining us. A 
contract of co-partnery was again sketched by 
me and confided to your father to draft. 

"This contract, as well as the coasting one, 
which I have previously mentioned, he wrote 
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with his own hand at my request ; but it involved 
his sitting during the night to accomplish the 
tasks, it being impossible he could devote the 
time required during the day. My gratitude was 
great, and remains vividly in my remembrance to 
this day. No eye save your father's and mine 
saw these documents until ready for signature. 

"The Government contract for carrying the 
mails to Halifax and to Boston was taken in the 
names of Samuel Cunard, George Burns, and 
David M'lver. It subsequently underwent seve- 
ral changes, including that of carrying the mails 
to and from New York. 

" In the contracts drawn by your father the 
power of pre-emption was retained, and in the 
course of events the co-partnery of the Cunard 
Company was narrowed into the thr^e families 
of Cunard, Burns, and M'lver, each holding one 
third. It is now a limited concern, of which my 
son, John Burns of Castle Wemyss, is Chair- 
man." 

Mr. Fleming also drew out the Codicil to the 
Will of Mr. John Ferguson of Cairnbrock, under 
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which "The Ferguson Bequest Fund" was 
founded. 

When the office of Dean of the Faculty of Pro- 
curators became vacant by the death of Mr. Alex- 
ander Morrison of Balinakil in 1860, Mr. Fleming 
was invited to accept the office, but declined. 
Professor Boberton at that time speaking of his 
claims to the office, and of the desire of his pro- 
fessional brethren to appoint him to' it, said — 
" There is the name, too, of my friend Mr. John 
Park Fleming, a gentleman of whom I shall not 
hesitate to say, even in his own presence, that he 
is an eminent feudalist, a distinguished mercantile 
lawyer, a man of great sagacity, a most judicious 
adviser, a man, moreover, every communication 
with whom tends to enhance and sweeten prof Ses- 
sional life." That was the great secret of Mr. 
Fleming's unsought popularity. He was, besides 
being an able and upright lawyer, a most " like- 
able " man — a man who in his day and generation 
made no enemies, and the remembrance of whom 
after his day was done, is to all who knew him a 
pleasant memory of the past. 
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Outside of his business Mr. Fleming took con- 
siderable interest in the affairs of the Free Church, 
which an intimate friendship with that master 
mind of his age, Thomas Chalmers, led him to 
associate himself with; but he was by no means 
a Disestablishment man. In politics he was a 
Tory, holding that the Reform Bill of 1832 had 
gone far enough, and that " the man you would 
not trust with half-a-crown is not the man to be 
trusted with a vote." 

Mr. Fleming's connection with Kelvinside 
Estate must always associate his name with any 
accurate history of the development of the City 
of Glasgow. Few properties are better illustra- 
tive of the wonderful strides Glasgow has taken in 
little more than one generation. The lands of 
Kelvinside, containing 462 acres, were purchased 
in the year 1839, by Mr. Montgomerie (who had 
always much the largest share) and Mr. Fleming, 
with whom there was also at first associated Mr. 
James Beaumont Neilson,the inventor of the "Hot 
Blast/' who was a connection of Mr. Montgomerie 
by marriage. The price paid was £53,354 5s. Od. 
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or about £113 per acre. In the year 1845 the 
lands of Gartnavel, extending to 104£ acres, 
were added to the Estate, to which, indeed, they 
had originally belonged. The price paid was 
£10,948 7s. 2d., or £104 15s. 4d. per acre. The 
whole Estate now consisted of 576 \ acres, pur- 
chased at a gross price of £64,302 12s. 2d., being 
an average of £111 per acre. It extended along 
the Great Western Road, from the Botanic Gar- 
den gate nearly to the Anniesland Toll, and on 
the Garscube Road from the old Toll House at 
Springbank to the Barracks. In the year 1839, 
when the estate was purchased, the Great Western 
Road, for which an Act of Parliament had been 
got in the year 183C, had just been finished. 
The minutes of the various meetings of the 
parties interested in the formation of that road 
show that it was entirely owing to the decided 
position taken up by Messrs. Robert and John 
Mowbray, brothers of, and trustees for Mrs. 
Lithan-Outhill, then proprietor of Kelvinside, 
that the road was made so good a road as 
it is. Many of the promoters took up the 
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position that if it were made 60 feet wide as 
far out as the Kelvin, it would be sufficient 
to have a 40 feet road west of that, alleging 
that it was ridiculous to think that Glasgow 
would ever extend beyond the Kelvin, and that 
the road beyond that must always be a country 
road. The Mowbrays said at once distinctly and 
decidedly, if it was not to be a 60 feet road 
throughout they would have nothing whatever to 
do with it, and would oppose the scheme out and 
out, and so it came to be made a good road 
throughout, now forming by far the best outlet 
from Glasgow. 

From the first it was resolved by Mr. Mont- 
gomerie and Mr. Fleming to make the Suburb of 
Kelvinside the best residential district of the City. 
Mr. Montgomerie having much the largest inter- 
est in the Estate, took the active management of 
it, and it is to him more than to Mr. Fleming 
that the Citizens of Glasgow are indebted for 
having at least one outlet from the City pre- 
served from public works, and reserved for the 
erection of the very best class of dwelling- 
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housea Mr. Decimus Burton, the celebrated 
London architect, and the designer of the entrance 
to Hyde Park at Apsley House, familiar to every 
visitor to the Metropolis, at the time the most 
eminent man in his profession in London, was 
employed in 1840 to prepare a f euing plan. That 
plan was admirably conceived, taking advantage 
of all the natural contour lines of the ground, in 
place of, as in the case of Blythswood Hill, simply 
making rectangular blocks, as if you were dealing 
with one of the Cities of the Plain. The first feu 
from the Estate was the Botanic Garden, the date 
of the feu contract of which was August, 1841. 
It was f eued at a rate equal to a price of £200 per 
acre. The first villa feu was Marleybank, to Mr. 
Robert Sword, writer, before spoken of, at a price 
* of 3a per square yard, or £726 per acre. The 
first half of Windsor Terrace was built by the 
proprietors of the Estate themselves, and Mr. 
Fleming went to reside there at Whitsunday, . 
1847. Kew Terrace was feued out in 1849-53, 
at 5s. per square yard, or £1,210 per acre. Gros- 
venor Terrace in 1854-57, at 7s. 6d. per square 
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yard, or £1815 per acre; Belhaven Terrace in 
1866-69, at 10s. per square yard, or £2420 per 
acre; and Marlborough Terrace in 1883-85, 
at 15s. per square yard, or £3630 per acre. 
Compare this with the price paid, as before 
noticed, by Mr. David Fleming in 1787, for 
ground in George Street, — 2s. 7d. per square 
yard, or £625 per acre. 

Mr. Fleming in social circles, though never 
assuming the rdle of a wit, was a most genial 
companion and a great favourite. He had a 
hearty, kindly, manner, and was unselfish to a 
degree, the pleasure of others being always his 
first thought. He was an excellent musician — 
playing well upon the violin, the flute, the piano, 
and the organ. He sang with great expression 
and humour old songs such as " Where are you 
going, my pretty maid?" "When good King 
Arthur ruled this land," &c. ; and he was full of 
snatches of quaint old ditties like — 

" When I was a boy, 

In my fathers mud edifice, 
Tender and bare as a pig in the sty ; 
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When out at the door 
I looked with a steady face, 
Who but Pat Murphy the piper came by." 



or, 



" When late, as a waiter, I ran up and down, 
With claret glasses, rum, and brandy, oh ! 

Now an officer I've grown, 

111 have servants of my own, 
And be among the ladies quite the dandy, oh ! " 

In personal appearance, Mr. Fleming was 
of medium height, but an elastic step and erect 
bearing gave him an advantage over many of 
the same stature. He had a full oval face, aqui- 
line nose, dark eyes, and in youth fair hair, but 
almost all the readers of this paper will rather 
remember him with silky white hair, parted with 
scrupulous neatness over a fine forehead. His 
expression besides intelligence, betokened kind- 
ness and benevolence, and the merry twinkle in 
his eyes showed the latent humour which, on 
fitting occasions, he could display. 

Shortly after Mr. Montgomerie's death in 1868 
Mr. Fleming assumed as partners his two sons 
David King Fleming (who died in 1873} and 
James Brown Fleming, and Mr. John Fleming of 
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Rutherglen (lately Provost of that ancient and 
Royal Burgh), by the two latter of whom the old 
firm of Montgomerie & Fleming is still carried 
on. 

Mr. Fleming had long suffered from a painful 
illness, borne with great resignation, an illness 
which, however, till within a month or two of 
his death, did not prevent his attending to busi- 
ness. In the spring of 1869 it assumed a more 
serious character, and on the 20th of July of 
that year, within four days of entering upon his 
80th year, he passed away. 

" All heads must come 
To the cold tomb. 
Only the actions of the just 
Smell sweet and blossom in the dust." 



Robert MacLehose, Printer, Glasgow. 
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